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December is flying past, Christmas Day is just a few days away and we've travelled from
Claremont to Friday Harbor, Washington, with Michellie for two weeks of relaxation and family
time with Carolyn and my parents, Jerry and Elaine, from Bella Vista, Arkansas.

Week 4's Advent thoughts started in Claremont and where finished here on the island. As I
thought about week 4, a more traditional message would be about angels, behold, peace and
proclaim -- preparing for the classic Christmas story on Christmas day. I have chosen to go a
different route, the reason why isn't clear, it just seems like a good story for this time of the year.

For those "bible scholars" reading, I apologize in advance for any incorrect analyzation of this
parable, its just my interpretation.

So, here we go!

The parable starts with a friend knocking on the door of another friend at midnight. The knocking
friend is seeking three loaves of bread to share with a traveler who has come. The resident,
because of the late hour doesn't want to open the door, for any number of reasons. But, with
persistence, the resident is finally persuaded to open the door and give the three loaves.

There's the story. Maybe I should stop there and let each of you draw your own conclusions.

There are many ways to interpret Luke 11:5-10. There is the "teaching us to pray" view and there
is the "how a church or other institutions should act and respond to their constituents." I'm not sure
where my thoughts will come out, maybe a bit of both.

This parable takes place at midnight -- the darkest hour of the day. In the midst of this darkness,
there is a knock, a disruption or awakening. This midnight hour may be familiar to many of us. It
can be the darkness of fear and loneliness. It can be the haunting challenges of illness. It can be a
spiritual search.  It can be the most primary of needs -- survival. I think we can all find something
in our lives that fit into this "midnight hour."

The friend is asking for three loaves, this is very specific, three items. In a broader spiritual
content, these could be the breads of faith, hope and love. They could be the breads of food,
shelter and warmth. They could also be the breads of improving health, well being and affordable
healthcare. They could be for peace, global understanding and cooperation. Again, I think we can
all accept one of these or fill-in our own needs. More importantly, what are the three things either
missing or most needed in your life?

The neighbor, because of the late hour, won't open the door. If we look back at the time this
parable was originally crafted, this house would have been a one-room structure with all the
human beings, sheep and goats all sharing the same space. Any disruption would have awoken all
the occupants.

The friend doesn't give up -- he is persistent in his need for these three loaves of bread. The Greek
word used in the bible is anaideuonmai, which translates to "be unabashed, bold or shameless."
The point here is clear -- don't give up, be bold, be unabashed when it comes to these needs.
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As the parable goes, the neighbor finally gives in and opens the door for this friend.

Obviously, there is more to this story, which we'll get to later. What struck me about this parable is
that there are a great many people knocking at midnight -- many of them are our own friends -- are
we listening to these knocks? Earlier this week I noticed the San Juan Journal's website’s weekly
online poll asked, "Will you share some of your resources -- time or money -- with a non-profit or
individual in need this holiday season?"

I know that web-polls aren't going to pass the critical test of accuracy, but I think they are a "tell"
of on the mind-set of the site viewers happens to be. The results after a week were: Yes - 30 and
No - 40.

Does this means that 58% are not listening to the knock at midnight. The interesting part of this
question to me is that 58% of the respondents won't even give some time to an individual -- maybe
its just stopping by and visiting with someone who isn't sharing the holidays with their family and
they are lonely. Maybe its just bringing a hot meal to someone who needs it or is shut-in.

Needless to say, I found the results to the question of the week to be very disheartening and that it
presents a certain challenge to the community of Friday Harbor as well as for any community in
these challenges times.

The loaves of bread come in many varieties: the bread of social justice, the bread of peace, the
bread of economic justice, the bread of full stomach, the bread of a warm place to sleep, the bread
of safety from living on the streets for just one night, the bread of happiness, the bread of self-
esteem.

Back to our parable. It continues with Jesus' response of, "ask, and it will be given to you; search,
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you." (TJB)  There seems to be a message
in the way these words are paired together. Each reinforces the other in the ways we are
encouraged to think of seeking our solution -- of petitions, of finding what eludes us, and of
obtaining an audience with the person inside -- which may well be ourselves.

Krissy was reading a draft of Advent Week 4 and very correctly asked, "Who's knock are we
answering this holiday?" A very good question, one that I've had to ponder hard over the past
week -- who's knock are we really answering?

It seems that we too have been swept away by the holiday rush and our own -- perhaps self-
absorbed -- preparation for our trip to Friday Harbor that we hadn't really thought about this. Now
that we are here, the quiet of the woods setting in and a chance to stop and reflect a bit, I find this
question gnawing at my soul more and more.

As I look out the window tonight, the night very dark, a waning crescent, just 14% full, the
midnight hour quickly approaching -- are we (Krissy and I) listening for that knock. In the depths
of this night, somewhere we can make a difference. In someone's life, we can bring just a bit of
joy to a dark, cold and hopeless night.
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The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. made a famous speech entitled, "A Knock at Midnight." This
closing is both honest, haunting and appropriate for this week's thoughts:

"The dawn will come. Disappointment, sorrow, and despair are born at midnight,
but morning follows. 'Weeping may endure for a night.' says the Psalmist, 'but joy
cometh in the morning.' This faith adjourns the assemblies of hopelessness and
bring new light into the dark chamber of pessimism."

As I close this Advent Week 4, I return to Luke 11, those who know this passage well, know that
the verses 2:4 are perhaps the most widely known prayer, the Lord's Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
May your kingdom come, and your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for your are the
 kingdom and the power and the glory. Amen (BCP)

After thinking about the rest of the Luke 11 story, this prayer takes on a new meaning. "Give us
today our daily bread," has new content and more significance. Sometimes when we have said a
verse over-and-over, we miss the real message, the beauty and meaning in five lines.

Are these five lines not the basis for living well -- for leading a simple, contemplative life? In our
busy lives, it’s easy to miss or forget the real meaning. As I re-read Luke 11:2-10, I realize that the
more contemplative my life is -- it is first of all life, and life implies openness, growth and
development. Sometimes we forget to live a real life. A life is filled with good graces, challenges,
contradictions and difficulties. This real life is dynamic and transformative.

Life isn't easy -- we all know this. We are all blessed with many riches and haunted by any number
of challenges -- we all seek some daily bread.  With Christmas less than a week away, may we all
take a few minutes to pause and think about what is the daily bread we seek and who's knock are
we answering.
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